








TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE

Traditi onal knowledge may be used to indicate 
safety and effi  cacy of an ingredient, as a 
source of leads for bioacti ve compounds, or for 
research into traditi onal foods.

Baobab is now approved as a novel food in the EU and 
is incorporated into a powder, exported, and sold as an 
organic, gluten-free, and fair trade fruit. The commercial 
development of this product depended upon a long 
history of traditional use, and grew directly from this 
use. In some cases baobab supply is based on ABS 
agreements, but because baobab occurs widely across 
the African continent, sourcing is highly variable; ABS 
compliance will thus depend on national regulations. 
Traditional knowledge associated with baobab is spread 
throughout the continent and is an excellent example 
of a case in which broader, communal forms of benefi t 
sharing are the most appropriate.
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Awareness remains extremely low for most companies 
in this sector. 

As ‘green’ and ‘local’ become more important to 
consumers, companies are increasingly setting in place 
plans for environmental and social sustainability.

A few larger companies are embedding ABS in their 
policies and procedures.
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The Access and Benefi t-Sharing Key Points for Policy-Makers series has been produced 
to provide governments, companies, researchers, communities and others with  background 
information to assist with the development of access and bene� t-sharing measures to 
implement the Nagoya Protocol. The briefs are organised around central, key points on trends 
and practices in markets, research and development, and ABS. More detailed information on 
these sectors can be found at: www.bio-economy.org.za; www.abs-initiative.info;
www.peopleandplants.org; CBD Bioscience at a Crossroads policy briefs:
https://www.cbd.int/abs/policy-brief/default.shtml/; and in the upcoming book:
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138779099/ 


