
SITUATION
India is currently experiencing heavy pressure 
on its available land resources. The country, with 
approximately 2.2 percent of the overall global 
geographical area, accommodates about 18 percent 
of the world’s population. This makes land a precious 
commodity over which various sectors are competing. 
Additionally, the absence of an integrated, overall 
concept for spatial and land use planning aggravates 
conflicts and encourages excessive exploitation of land 
resources. 

Over the last few decades, the land use patterns in 
India have undergone major changes. Ever-increasing 
urbanisation and industrialisation are diverting fertile 
land from its agricultural purpose.

This poses serious challenges for food security, 
particularly for the vulnerable sections of society. It 
also threatens the flora and fauna surviving in limited 
biodiversity hotspots.

Against this backdrop, it is important to develop policies 
and institutional mechanisms promoting coherent land 
use planning and management.

Objective
The Land Use Planning and Management project 
supports the Indian state planning institutions 
in developing and implementing standardised 
instruments for integrated spatial land use planning and 
management. They will be used for the development 
and sectoral planning at the central, state, and municipal 
level and for planning Eco-sensitive Zones, Special 
Industrial Areas, Special Economic Zones, and Road 
Requirement Plans. 

APPROACH
The Land Use Planning and Management project 
facilitates interaction and cooperation between the 
various planning levels and institutions. The project, 
therefore, works at the central, state, and municipal level 
to carry out the following activities:

n  Supporting the development of policies and 
guidelines for integrated land use planning and 
management. These policies and guidelines are 
derived through extensive discussions with the main 
sectoral ministries and bodies, both, at the policy 
and the technical levels and the technical levels.

Health Insurance for India’s poor

Situation

In India, public spending on health still hovers at roughly 
one percent of the GDP, one of the lowest figures worldwide. 
Two-thirds of health expenses are paid through private 
sources, of which 86 percent comes from out-of-pocket 
spending. As a result, over two percent of India’s population 
slips into poverty every year due to catastrophic illness-related 
expenditure. 

In 2008, the Government of India launched the Rashtriya 
Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), a health insurance scheme for 
below poverty line (BPL) families and progressively expanding 
categories of unorganised sector workers. 

While RSBY is a central government scheme, the 
implementation rests with the state governments. Apart from 
this, there are multiple actors involved in its implementation. 
These shared responsibilities within RSBY entail a complex 
management structure and require well-tested processes to 
operate the scheme.

Approach

RSBY was developed as a paperless and cashless health 
insurance scheme valid in empanelled healthcare facilities 
across India. It allows non-literate and migrant families to 
avail hospitalisation services easily. The Indo-German Social 
Security Programme (IGSSP) supported the Ministry of 
Labour & Employment (MoLE) in improving the design and 
implementation of RSBY. 

The key activities were:
• enhancing the design of RSBY and its key features to 

improve the coverage; 
• conceptualisation and deployment of parts of the 

smartcard-based IT infrastructure;
• strengthening the Management Information System to 

regularly monitor the scheme; 
• supporting state and central governments in conducting 

independent process and outcome evaluations;
• training of RSBY professionals to manage the programme 

implementation. 

Implemented by

Ministry of  Labour & Employment, 
Government of India

interested in adopting modern processing techniques for 
clean and resource-efficient industrial production.

Objective

The Climate Change Knowledge Network in Indian 
The Sustainable & Environment-Friendly Industrial 
Production (SEIP) project supports Indian public and 
private actors in jointly implementing strategies for an 
efficient, environment-friendly, and climate-friendly 
industrial development.

APPROACH

The SEIP project is implemented in Uttarakhand, Gujarat, 
and Delhi and works in the following three areas:

n Environment-oriented modernisation of three industrial 
areas: The project supports industries to improve 
waste water and solid waste management, to establish 
monitoring-systems for measuring environmental 
pollution, and to modify production processes in order 
to increase resource efficiency. 

n Establishing appropriate framework conditions at 
national and state levels: The project suggests measures 

SUSTAINABLE & ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCTION (SEIP)

SITUATION

Growth in the industrial sector is one of the key 
aspects that affect the development of a country. 
The Government of India envisions to increase the 
manufacturing sector’s contribution to the Gross 
Domestic Product from hitherto 16% to 25 % and to 
create 100 million new jobs over the course of a decade. 

Currently, there are nearly 3,000 designated industrial 
zones in India. These include industrial corridors, 
investment regions, and manufacturing zones.   
However, industrial development is largely associated 
with increasing pollution, the overuse of natural 
resources (such as water and raw materials), and 
increasing amounts of waste and waste water, eventually 
putting the environment and the ecosystems at 
considerable risk. Already in 2009, the Central Pollution 
Control Board declared that 150 river stretches and 43 
industrial areas were critically polluted. 

The Government of India has made a clear commitment 
towards industrial growth, while in parallel protecting 
the environment. Also the private sector is increasingly 
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n Engaging the central and state departments, the 
local administrations, private sector, academia, 
and the local population to develop standard 
planning tools and processes for territorial strategic 
development.

n Bringing together, at state level, cross-sectoral 
planning institutions with relevant sector authorities 
to concretise the goals of integrated spatial and land 
use planning.

n Building specific competencies to apply the 
developed policies, guidelines, tools, and processes 
adequately. The project offers human capacity 
development measures for technical specialists and 
managers of cross-sectoral and sector planning 
institutions at state and municipal level.
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EXPECTED ACHIEVEMENTS
The project aims at achieving the following results:

n Through the introduction and application of modern 
planning tools and guidelines, land management and 
land use planning will become more transparent and 
balanced, with regard to the ecological, economic, 
and social aspects.

n Operating procedures and guidelines for intra- and 
inter-ministerial coordination will be standardised. 
This will facilitate inter-sectoral cooperation among 
various ministries and agencies at the central, state, 
and municipal level, which is an essential pre-
requisite for developing an integrated land use plan.

n Overall, it is expected that the developed policies, 
guidelines, tools, and processes for integrated spatial 
land use planning and management will contribute 
to a more sustainable and balanced usage of the 
country’s land resources.
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