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Briefing Note 

Coastal Zone Management (CZM) 

The background 

Population growth is intensifying the pressure on nat-
ural resources in coastal regions. Their ecological and 
social equilibrium is increasingly at risk, limiting the 
extent to which they can provide ecosystem services. 
Global climate change exacerbates the threat to coastal 
areas, endangering local communities’ natural re-
sources and livelihoods.  

 
In developing countries, the use of coastal resources 
tends to be poorly regulated and restrictions on use 
imposed by the state are often inadequately coordinat-
ed and enforced. Coastal management measures are 
very often confined to specific sectors and focus on 
just one of the many areas of use, such as tourism 
development or wastewater management. There are 
many reasons for this, including the lack of knowledge 
about the complex social and ecological interactions in 
coastal areas, but also inadequate cooperation among 
relevant stakeholders at the local, regional and national 
levels and the under-involvement of the public in 
planning and decision-making. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our position 

In this context, GIZ takes the following positions: 
 
 
1. Intact ecosystems rely on coordination pro-

cesses  

Coastal regions must be preserved as ecologically 
intact and economically prosperous habitats for 
human communities, with appropriate economic 
development taking place at the same time. 
Coastal zone management (CZM) therefore re-
quires a planning and management strategy that is 
integrated into the partner country’s structures. 
Through a coordination process involving the var-
ious stakeholder groups, efforts are made to 
achieve a balance between ecosystem conservation 
and the sustainable use of these ecosystems to 
promote essential economic development. The 
process should take account of the mutual de-
pendence of all the stakeholders and natural re-
sources. This is known as an ecosystem approach. 
The involvement of local authorities, such as cit-
ies, municipalities and provinces, and civil society 
in planning and decision-making plays a key role in 
this context.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Targeted training and well-performing institu-
tions increase the prospects of success  

Coastal zone management is highly complex, so 
cross-sectoral approaches are important. These 
must focus on building the capacities of the rele-
vant institutions and their staff in the country con-
cerned. The provision of training for local manag-
ers and technical staff to qualify them as experts in 
coastal zone management is therefore a key priori-
ty. As change agents, they must be equipped with 
the requisite skills and expertise to successfully 
manage the social and political processes involved 
in the development and implementation of coastal 
zone management, ensuring that all relevant 
stakeholders are taken on board. 

 

3. Coastal zone management supports adapta-
tion to climate change 

Among other things, coastal zone management 

contributes to implementation of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD), which focuses on 

the conservation, sustainable use and restoration 

of ecosystems. Moreover, the reforestation of 

mangroves, protection of coral reefs and network-

ing of protected areas help to promote an ecosys-

tem approach to climate change mitigation and 

adaptation. Poverty reduction and the promotion 

of opportunities for social participation based on 

gender equality are other goals of this integrated 

approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our recommended actions 

Aquatic resources, sustainable economic development 
and coastal protection are key aspects of coastal zone 
management. 

GIZ considers the following the most important rec-
ommendations for action: 

 
 
1. Safeguard marginalised groups’ access to 

aquatic resources 

Marginalised groups are dependent on small-scale 
coastal fishing and therefore need guaranteed ac-
cess to coastal waters and the sea. International 
cooperation can help these groups to clarify and 
safeguard their access and usage rights.  

 
2. Promote sustainable use of aquatic resources 

Environmental and social standards for sustaina-
ble aquaculture and aquatic value chains offer fur-
ther opportunities for sustainable resource use. In-
ternational cooperation can assist partner coun-
tries to introduce and develop these standards.  

 

3. Promote sustainable economic development 

Local communities’ economic development 
should be a key focus of attention. Here, appro-
priate strategies and development partnerships 
with businesses can help to promote low-carbon, 
eco-friendly tourism in coastal regions, for exam-
ple. Opportunities to stimulate the economy can 
also be generated through port and harbour de-
velopment and management. However, both these 
approaches must be implemented in a manner 
which minimises pressure on natural resources. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

4. Improve coastal protection, establish early 
warning systems 

Better coastal protection is an effective means of 
mitigating the impacts of climate change. Here, 
sustainable and equitable planning and implemen-
tation of the relevant measures are important. Ex-
amples include the restoration of mangrove for-
ests, dike construction, and erosion control.  

 
Early warning systems can be a life-saver for 
coastal communities. International cooperation 
can assist partner countries to set up these systems 
and to develop well-functioning crisis response 
and emergency management systems to prepare  
for environmental and natural disasters. 
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